
Introducing STN® ViewerTM: A Feature 
to Enhance Full-Text Patent Evaluation 

and Navigation
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STN® ViewerTM is an exciting new STN®

feature for patent evaluation
• STN Viewer is an easy-to-use, secure web 

interface that allows you to efficiently 
– Navigate
– Evaluate
– Share 

the full-text of patent documents associated with 
patent search results retrieved from STN 
Express®



3

STN Viewer provides a better way to 
manage patent file results

• STN Viewer extracts patent numbers from a 
patent file search, finds corresponding full-text 
patent records, and allows you to 
– Filter, sort, rate, and label records
– Highlight terms in sections of the patent
– Obtain related patent family and legal status
– Move selected records to projects
– Share selected projects
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STN Viewer is easy to access

• Integrated with STN to move seamlessly from 
patent searching to patent evaluation

• As a web-based interface, STN Viewer may be 
used without downloading or installing new 
software

• STN Viewer can be launched by using 
– STN Express Wizards
– STN Viewer web address
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STN Viewer involves 5 easy steps

Step 1. Use STN Express to select records to be 
evaluated from STN patent files

Step 2. Set up projects in STN Viewer and move 
desired records to a project from the Patent 
Queue

Step 3. Arrange, highlight, and annotate the records as 
needed in the project

Step 4.      Conduct in-depth evaluation of the full-text of 
patent records

Step 5. Share evaluated results with your client
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Select records to be evaluated 
using STN Express, Version 8.2 

• Search any STN file with patent numbers, 
including CAplusSM and Derwent World Patents 
Index® (DWPISM)

• Records to be evaluated can be a
– L-numbered answer set
– Selected individual patent numbers

• Full-text patent records matching the patent 
numbers selected are placed into a Patent 
Queue in STN Viewer 
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Full-text records will be added from eight 
STN full-text databases

• EPFULL - European Patent Office

• FRFULL - French Patent Office (INPI)

• GBFULL – UK Intellectual Property Office 

• PATDPAFULL - German Patent Office (DPMA)

• PCTFULL – World Intellectual Property Organization

• RDISCLOSURE – Research Disclosure Journal

• USPATFULL – U.S. Patent Office

• USPAT2 - U.S. Patents latest publication
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Records from any STN patent file can be 
evaluated with STN Viewer

=> FILE CAPLUS

=> S L1 AND (US OR WO OR EP)/PRC
1012921 US/PRC
443994 WO/PRC
112968 EP/PRC

L2 149 L14 AND (US OR WO OR EP)/PRC

=> 
Launching STN Viewer

667 records sent to STN Viewer
FIL STNGUIDE

FILE 'STNGUIDE' ENTERED AT 13:58:36

Selecting the L-number to evaluate with
STN Viewer can be done 3 ways:
1. L-number hyperlink
2. Select Discover! Wizard
3. Discover! icon on bottom left corner
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The 'Evaluate with STN Viewer' Wizard 
identifies full-text patent availability

=> FILE CAPLUS

=> S L1 AND (US OR WO OR EP)/PRC
1012921 US/PRC
443994 WO/PRC
112968 EP/PRC

L2 149 L14 AND …

=> 
Launching STN Viewer

667 records sent to STN Viewer

L3 9 Answers not represented 
in STN Viewer

FIL STNGUIDE
=> 

=> FIL EPFULL, FRFULL, GBFULL, 
PATDPAFULL, PCTFULL, 
RDISCLOSURE, USPATFULL, 
USPAT2

Patent numbers

360 full-text
records

9 CAPLUS 
records
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Alternatively, a single patent number can be 
evaluated by using a hyperlink
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STN Viewer is launched on the web

Records are 
placed into the 
Patent Queue
in project entry 
date order.
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The Patent Queue is the main depository 
for patent records

• The Patent Queue provides 
– Patent titles 
– Patent numbers 
– Patent country and kind codes 
– Database name for full-text patent record

• View a partial abstract at no charge 
• Link to full-text record 
• Move records into a Project
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A partial abstract helps select relevant 
patents for further evaluation
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Metadata link provides the dates a record 
initially entered the Patent Queue, was 

added to a Project, or was Shared
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Display the full-text patent record by clicking 
on its title

Titles in boldface have 
not yet been viewed.



16

Select terms and colors for highlighting

List terms to highlight on
separate lines or separated
by commas.
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Several truncation options are available 
for highlighted terms

example 1
example 25
example 200

example %One or more numeric characters.%

teeth
tooth

t!!thOne character to the right, left, or within 
a term. Multiple symbols may be 
used.

!

Vapor
vapour
vaporizer
vaporiser

vap##rOne or zero characters to the right, left, 
or within a term. Multiple symbols 
may be used.

#

perhalobenzenes
perchlorobenzoate
aminoperchlorobenzoic

*per*benz*

methane
trihalomethane
nitromethane

?methane

steroid
steroids
steroidal

steroid?Any number of characters to the right, 
left, or within a term.

? or *

Data HighlightedExampleDefinitionCharacter
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Use of truncation with highlighting provides 
powerful term analysis
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Records can be annotated

Records with notes are 
flagged in the Patent Queue.
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Use the highlighting map and section tabs to 
find desired terms in full text of the patent

Click on Highlighting map to 
move through the full-text.
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Select View Original link to enter 
ChemPort® and obtain original patent
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View family information from 
CAplus or INPADOCDB
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View legal status from INPADOCDB 

The legal status for this 
patent shows reassignment.
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Records in the Patent Queue and Projects 
may be sorted in several ways

• Default sort order is by 
descending project entry date 

• Select a category and sort
direction to reorder the records
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Records from the Patent Queue and 
Projects may be refined by filtering

• Filter by Labels, Patent Country, Publication Year, 
Oldest Priority Year, Assignee, Country/Kind Code, or 
Rating/Stars
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The number of records available are shown 
when filter option is selected

Select multiple lines in 
the filter box by using Ctrl 
or Shift keys.
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Individual records may be selected

Click box to select record.
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Selected records can be labeled

Select Apply Label
for a preset label or 
create a New Label.
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Selected records can be tagged 
with 1-3 stars 



30

Saved records can be 
post-processed in STN 
Express.

Use the Actions pull-down to save or move 
records to projects or trash
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Create a Project to store patents selected 
from the Patent Queue

Add project name.

Provide optional cost 
centers and/or text 
descriptions.

Select Save Changes to 
create a new project.
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Highlighting and record labels can be 
selected when creating the project

Highlighting is used for 
terms in the detailed view 
of the full-text.
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Move desired patents from the
Patent Queue to a Project

• Click on selection box to move individual patents 
to a Project

• Use the Select drop-down menu to move 
multiple records



34

Use Settings to add labels and change 
highlighting color defaults
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STN Viewer projects may be shared

• Originator runs search, selects records to be evaluated, 
and creates Project to be shared

• Holders of STN Login IDs for Shared Projects enter STN 
Viewer via its web address (no need to install STN 
Express) 

• Originator and recipient each have their own project 
copy
– Recipient can modify project contents 
– Saved project storage fees apply to both copies 
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STN Viewer projects may be shared

• When project is shared, all unviewed documents 
in project originator’s copy are marked as 
viewed 

• Both originator and recipient can display all 
records
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Projects are shared through 
web address of project copy
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Help is available within STN Viewer
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Tips for working with STN Viewer

• Keep your Patent Queue clean – remember to 
empty it after each project to avoid clutter and 
confusion

• Use Viewer’s “Refresh” option often!
• Breaking into small sets can simplify projects

– Group sets by language, patent family, or other 
factors

• When using sets in foreign languages, be aware 
of spellings that have different meanings 
depending on language
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Summary

• STN Viewer provides a powerful new option in 
evaluating patent file results
– Obtain full-text patent records that match the patent 

numbers in the original L-number
– Explore the full patent using highlighting to discover 

relevant details within the text
– Obtain additional family information and legal status 

on any of these records
• Sort, filter, and label patents for evaluation
• Create/share Projects for selected records
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