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Databases used

Patent family Assignee Legal status

INPAFAMDB/ 
INPADOCDB

EPFULL

DWPI

CAPlusCAPlus

IFPAT

IFICLS
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Agenda
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Who owns it?

Assignee at time of publication

On the face of the document

Not on the front of document

(Re)assignment after publication
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Who owns it?

Assignee at time of publication

On the face of the document

In the Assignee field of the document

In the Legal Rep/Correspondence field
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Assignments at time of publication

The assignee ExxonMobil 
R h d E i iResearch and Engineering 
Company on the face of the 
patent, in the applicant/assignee 
field
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Assignments at time of publication

The assignee ExxonMobil 
Research and EngineeringResearch and Engineering 
Company in the assignee field.
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Assignments at time of publication

The assignee Bristol MyerThe assignee Bristol-Myer 
Squibb Company on the face 
of the patent, but not in 
applicant/assignee fieldapplicant/assignee field.
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Assignments at time of publication

The assignee Bristol-Myer 
Squibb Company is not in q p y
assignee field, but is in the 
agent field. INPADOCDB does 
not include the agent field.
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Who owns it?

Assignee at time of publication

Not on the face of the document

Patent family information in INPAFAMDB, DWPI, and-or CAPlus

IFI’s U.S. Patents and Current Legal Status databases
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Who owns it?

No assignee on the face of the 
patent.
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Assignments at time of publication

Look for assignee info in patent 
family database, e.g., INPAFAMDB.
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Assignments at time of publication

Assignee info for this patent family 
came from WO document.
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Who owns it?

No assignee on the face of the 
patent. 
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Who owns it?

Record found in IFIPAT, but with 
no assignee info. 

PIUG NE 2008Page 16



Assignments at time of publication

In IFICLS, assignment info 
found in reassignment field. 
Note date of assignment is 2 
and ½ years before grant date. 
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Who owns it?

By finding correspondingBy finding corresponding 
published application, you may 
find patent family and 
assignee(s) for inventionassignee(s) for invention. 
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Who owns it?

IFI has Probable Patent 
Assignee info in their IFIPAT 
database. 
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Who owns it?

DWPI has assignee info for the 
patent family of US published 
application.
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Who owns it?

Assignee info for this patent family 
came from WO document.
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Who owns it?

INPAFAMDB has assignee info 
for the patent family of US 
published application.
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Who owns it?

Checking legal status for US 
published application in 
INPADOCDB shows assignment 
data as well. Note date of 
assignment is 5 months before 
issue date.
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Who owns it?

Assignee at time of publication

On the face of the document

Not on the front of document

(Re)assignment after publication
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Who owns it?

Pfizer is the assignee at time of 
grant. Is it still the assignee 
today?
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Who owns it?

US reassignment data can be 
f d i th IFICLS d t bfound in the IFICLS database.
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Who owns it?

Bayer Healthcare is theBayer Healthcare is the 
assignee at time of issue. Is it 
still the assignee today?
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Who owns it?

International reassignment data 
can be found in the 
INPADOCDB database.
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Agenda

Who

What – What kind of coverage?g

Where

When

Why
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Agenda

Who

What – What kind of coverage?g

Countries covered

Document kind codes

Legal status codes and definitions

Where

When

Why
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What kind of coverage?

What countries are the invention covered in?

Consider database content

Consider how patent families are “created” in various databases

What is the coverage in those countries?

Document kind codes

What is the current legal status for these documents?
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What kind of coverage?

INPADOCDB/INPAFAMDB – 81 patenting organizations

FamPat – 78 patenting organizationsp g g

CAPlus – 57 patenting organizations

DWPI – 41 patenting organizations

Also consider timeliness/updating of each database!
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What kind of coverage?

Various kind codes for 
publicationspublications.
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What kind of coverage?

For current list of country coverage and kind codes for CAPlusFor current list of  country coverage and kind codes for CAPlus, 
INPADOCDB/INPAFAMDB and DWPI:

http://www stn-international com/training center/patents/pkcodes pdfhttp://www.stn-international.com/training_center/patents/pkcodes.pdf

S d t b di l ki d d d fi iti i d ithSome databases display kind code definitions in record with proper 
display format.
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What kind of coverage?

For current list of country coverage and kind codes for CAPlusFor current list of  country coverage and kind codes for CAPlus, 
INPADOCDB/INPAFAMDB and DWPI:

http://www stn-international com/training center/patents/pkcodes pdfhttp://www.stn-international.com/training_center/patents/pkcodes.pdf

S d t b di l ki d d d fi iti i d ithSome databases display kind code definitions in record with proper 
display format.
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What kind of coverage?

What countries are the invention covered in?

Consider how patent families are “created” in various databasesp

What is the coverage in those countries?

Document kind codes

What is the current legal status for these documents?
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What kind of coverage?

What can legal status tell searcher?

Where in patenting process the invention isp g p

Examination, search report, grant

Who owns it

Assignment data

If the patent still in force

Lapse, expiry, reinstatement
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What kind of coverage? (con’t)

What can legal status tell searcher?

Scope of protectionp p

Opposition, reexamination

Supplementary protection
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What kind of coverage?

Nine different publications 
in this patent familyin this patent family.
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What kind of coverage?

There are 37 legal status entries for this patent family.
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Agenda

Who

What

Where – Where to find legal status information?

When

Why
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Where to find legal status information?

National/International patent offices, E.G.,

PAIR pagep g

http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair

Esp@cenet

http://ep.espacenet.com

INPADOCDB/INPAFAMDB

EPFULL

IFI CLAIMS Legal Status (IFICLS)
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What kind of coverage?

INPADOC Legal Status information

Covers 51 patent authorities for legal statusp g

Legal status coverage starts in 1978

Some vendors standardize/edit/correct data

Over 2600 legal status codes

Some vendors (STN, Questel) have included legal status code 
categories to simplify legal status searchescategories to simplify legal status searches
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What kind of coverage?

EPFULL’s Legal Status

Legal Status Register data of the EPO with a lot of detailed g g

information about European publications

Legal Information about opponents and licenses are searchable in 

much more detail than in INPADOC

Can search for applications which will be granted in the next weeks 
("intention to grant")( intention to grant )

Gives you more time to prepare oppositions
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What kind of coverage?
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What kind of coverage?
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Agenda

Who

What

Where

When – When is information made available?

Why
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When is information made available?

Different patenting organizations deliver data to EPO/INPADOC

Each organization has their own pipeline for delivering datag p p g

Data has to be collated, checked for errors and formatted

Data is then sent out to vendors

Each vendor has their own timetable for loading data

Remember that each database is only as good as the data it 
is built on!is built on!
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Why - ?
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Why?

Who owns it?

Scope of protection?p p

Patent term?
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Why?

Competitive intelligence

Technology intelligencegy g

Monitor patent portfolio

Consider SDIs/Alerts to keep up-to-date

Consider adding/editing search strategies

Searching assignees in legal status fields as well as normal 
assignee fieldsassignee fields
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Summary

Legal status is available in many places/times

Consider each database’s content/coverageg

Consider database updates

SDIs/Alerts

Consider database concept of “patent family”

Consider vendors/producers use of standardized legal status codes
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Thank you!
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