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The Law Enforcement Directive 2016/680 (LED) is the first legal instrument in the 

EU that comprehensively regulates the use of personal data by law enforcement 

and police authorities and creates a minimum standard for the protection of 

privacy in the EU. Together with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 

it forms the centerpiece of the legal reform of EU data protection law. Although it 

was adopted at the same time as the GDPR and its implementation in the member 

states has a significant impact on the fundamental rights of data subjects, there 

has been no detailed legal commentary on this important directive to date. 

The commentary provides a detailed analysis of the LED and highlights the most 

important aspects of each provision in detail. Leading authors in EU data 

protection law also analyze the national implementations of the LED, taking into 

account the General Data Protection Regulation and the regulations on the 

processing of personal data by EU institutions, bodies, offices and agencies. For 

the wider context, the commentary includes introductory chapters on the 

background and development of the Directive, the Council of Europe and the 

impact of Brexit on the Directive. 
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Page 2 of 2 This comprehensive commentary is an excellent resource for anyone seeking 

authoritative guidance on the application and interpretation of the LED provisions, 

particularly judges, lawyers and jurists. 

Click here. For more information on current work and project of Prof. Franziska 

Boehm’s Intellectual Property Rights research area. 

Read the commentary. 

 

 

FIZ Karlsruhe – Leibniz Institute for Information Infrastructure is one of the leading 

addresses for scientific information and services and a member of the Leibniz 

Association. Our core tasks are to provide science and industry with professional 

research and patent information and to develop innovative information 

infrastructures, with, for example, a focus on research data management, 

knowledge graphs and digital platforms. To this end, we conduct our own 

research, cooperate with renowned universities and research associations and are 

internationally and interdisciplinarily networked. FIZ Karlsruhe is a non-profit 

limited liability company and one of the largest non-academic institutions of its 

kind. For more information, please visit www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en 
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