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Keynote: Who Stands to Gain from EU 

Digital Regulation? 

26.08.2026 — On August 12, Dr. Felix Bieker from the Intellectual Property Rights 

Department delivered one of the keynote addresses at this year’s IFIP Summer 

School on Privacy and Identity Management in Leuven, Belgium. The Summer 

School takes place annually at various locations and is aimed in particular at early-

career researchers from all disciplines. In his keynote address, Dr. Bieker examined 

how EU digital regulation distributes power among different actors while 

simultaneously reinforcing existing power structures. Against the backdrop of the 

current reform debate—led by the European Commission through the “Digital 

Omnibus”—there is concern that power dynamics will continue to shift in favor of 

large corporations. The existing narratives put forward by the Commission and 

tech corporations must be critically examined. Furthermore, it is possible—for 

example, within the research community—to resist these trends and develop 

better practices. 

Read more: Plattform Privatheit - Wie erreichen wir digitale Souveränität? 

FIZ Karlsruhe – Leibniz Institute for Information Infrastructure is one of the 

leading addresses for scientific information and services and a member of the 

Leibniz Association. Our core tasks are to provide science and industry with 

professional research and patent information and to develop innovative 

information infrastructures, with, for example, a focus on research data 

management, knowledge graphs and digital platforms. To this end, we conduct 

our own research, cooperate with renowned universities and research 

associations and are internationally and interdisciplinarily networked.  

FIZ Karlsruhe is a non-profit limited liability company and one of the largest  
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